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February 22, 2019 

Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins 

Majority Leader 

New York State Senate 

188 State Street 

LOB 907 

Albany, NY 12247 

Honorable John Flanagan 

Minority Leader 

New York State Senate 

State Capitol Building Room 315 

Albany, NY 12247 

Help and Hope 

Honorable Carl Heastie 

Speaker 

New York State Assembly 

LOB 932 

Albany, NY 12248 

Honorable Brian Kolb 

Assembly Minority Leader 

New York State Assembly 

LOB 933 

Albany, NY 12248 

Dear Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie, Minority Leader Flanagan and Minority 

Leader Kolb: 

We represent millions of cancer patients, people with disabilities and serious chronic 

conditions, and families throughout New York and the U.S. We are writing to oppose an 

Executive Budget provision under consideration in New York, which explicitly authorizes 

reliance on a third-party researcher, with no limitations on their research methods such as 

using quality-adjusted-life-years (QALYS), to decide the value of treatments. These are then 

used by payers to determine their reimbursement and coverage. As organizations representing 

patients and people with disabilities, we oppose one-size-fits-all definitions of value being used 

to create arbitrary thresholds in our state healthcare system, especially when they rely on 

discriminatory methods such as QALYs, which are typically the basis of third-party value 

assessments. 

QALYs are well-known to discriminate against patients with chronic diseases, seniors, and 

people with disabilities. QALYs place greater value on years lived in full health, or on 

interventions that prevent loss of perfect health, while discounting gains of health for 

individuals with chronic illnesses. As a result of this calculation, it may be determined that 

people with disabilities and serious chronic conditions are not worth treating.1 For example, if

a QALY methodology was used to determine whether Jimmy Carter's use of immunotherapy 

1 See https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377 /hblog20181025.42661/full/ 
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